
Monroe’s Motivated Sequence: 
A Review for Drafting
CP & HONORS ENGLISH 11



Reminders Thursday, 1/3

• Research notes (modified annotated bibliography) were due 
Friday, 12/14 or Monday, 12/17 (1st period only).

• Speech outline following MMS was due Friday, 12/21, or 
Monday, 12/31 (4th period only).

• Rough draft due at the start of class on Wednesday, 1/9.
• Printed final  draft of speech due Thursday, 1/10 by 2:30 

p.m.
• Speeches will be delivered Tuesday, 1/15 (not 1st period), 

and during your class’s exam period.



Key handouts to help you draft Friday, 1/4
• Monroe’s Motivated Sequence Guide 
• Works cited + in-text citations guide 
• Speech content rubric



MMS Review Friday, 1/4
Attention Step:
Usually 1 paragraph, 4-6 sentences, but it can be longer or 
divided into 2 paragraphs if your hook is long.
Include a hook to capture your audience’s interest
Clearly communicate your topic. You may also 
communicate your position on the topic.
Make sure you transition clearly from the hook into the 
statement of your topic/position. Your sentences should 
flow smoothly and clearly!



MMS Review Friday, 1/4
What hook should I use?

A startling fact or statistic that helps introduce your 
topic and positon.
A strong statement.
A story – an anecdote, a true example from research, a 
hypothetical story based on facts
An engaging question that promotes thought
A quotation from an expert in the field or a 
recognizable, trustworthy individual



MMS Review: Example Hooks Friday, 1/4

Every year, more than one million cats and dogs are euthanized by animal shelters in 
the United States. These animals come from . . .

A pet can be a source of affection and comfort. A pet becomes a family  member with 
its own special place in the hearts of its owners.

When John Brown walked into the puppy breeder’s facility, he was appalled. His job 
inspecting animal breeding facilities had exposed him to shocking situations, but he 
had never seen anything like this. More than one hundred cages lined the walls. The 
smell of urine and feces overwhelmed him, and he had to cover his nose . . .

Why are we humans compelled by animals? What are we looking for when we invite 
an animal to share our homes and lives?

Dr. Samantha Williams, one of our local Johnstown veterinarians, says that pet 
adoption and ownership is “a sacred promise that we make to animals. Just like we 
owe our children love, affection, and caring, we owe it to our pets to offer them the 
best life we can provide” (Williams).



MMS Review Friday, 1/4
Need Step
At least 3 paragraphs; each paragraph 5-10 sentences. (The 
lengths may vary depending on the complexity of the point 
you are making.)
Use research to back up your ideas. Cite your research! 
Integrate your quotations!
Address your opposition. You can create a separate 
paragraph for this or include it within a paragraph.
Use a CLEW paragraph to make a clear point and develop 
your reasoning.



MMS Review: Need Step Friday, 1/4
Purchasing a pet from a pet store or a breeder involves 

you in the dark, cruel world of puppy mills. Pet stores typically 
purchase their animals from puppy mills and other breeders. 
Their adorable puppy faces in the pet store windows blind us 
to the truth of their breeding and birth. Puppy mills are like 
factories for producing dogs. A puppy mill may have as many as 
1,000 dogs on the property. These animals face inhumane 
conditions. Female dogs are treated like puppy-making 
machines. They are separated from their babies long before 
doctors and animal advocates recommend, and, as soon as 
their bodies heal, they are forced to breed again. These 
mothers are euthanized when they no longer are able to bear 
puppies (Winston 78). Separated from their mothers, the 
puppies begin to develop without any of the normal bonding 
and caring . . .



MMS Review: Devices Friday, 1/4
The Attention Step is an opportunity to use figurative and 
rhetorical devices like a story or a question.
In the Need Step, you will also find opportunities to use 
devices. Consider my example about the conditions of a 
puppy mill. I used an analogy (red) as well as loaded 
language (blue). When I get to the description of the 
physical conditions of a puppy mill, I could use a story from 
my research and/or imagery (sensory description) to help 
the audience understand the conditions.



MMS Review Friday, 1/4
All research, whether quoted or paraphrased, requires in-
text citations to link the research to its source.
They are separated from their babies long before doctors 
and animal advocates recommend, and, as soon as their 
bodies heal, they are forced to breed again. These mothers 
are euthanized when they no longer are able to bear 
puppies (Winston 78).

Use the Works Cited Page Guide I created to help you 
format your in-text citations.



MMS Review Monday, 1/7
Satisfaction Step
Make your solution clear to the audience. Explain how it will 
work by directly addressing each part of the need step.
Write 2 or more paragraphs.
You may choose to address your opposition here. Make sure 
you offer a compelling rebuttal!
You may need to use research to provide evidence showing 
your solution will work. Remember to cite all research!
Use devices and quotations to add to the persuasiveness of 
your points.



MMS Review: Satisfaction Monday, 1/7
The solution to these problems is to adopt animals from 

shelters and humane societies. If we refuse to buy the 
unhealthy animals produced by inhumane breeders, then 
puppy mill owners and animal breeders will be forced to 
change their ugly methods or close their businesses. By 
refusing to participating in this inhumane industry, we will be 
standing up for the humane treatment of animals.

Adopting animals from shelters will also help address the 
problem of the unwanted pets that are put to death each year.  
Right now, there are more than 50,000 dogs and cats awaiting 
adoption in Ohio (“Shelters”). We will rescue these animals and 
give them the love and companionship that they deserve. In 
return, these animals will share their love and companionship 
with us. After all, isn’t that why we choose to adopt pets?



MMS Review: Satisfaction Monday, 1/7
The Satisfaction Step is another opportunity for persuasive 
language. Please note my use of repetition and rhetorical 
question in the example.



MMS Review Monday, 1/7
Remember to use the following steps to integrate direct 
quotations smoothly into your text.

1. Introduce the source and some context.
2. Edit the quotation (pick out the key part; use 
ellipses or brackets) to create a smooth flow.
3. Use a signal phrase to make the transition clear.
4. Discuss or use the quotation.

Use the color coding to observe these steps in the sample 
on the next slide. And check out my use of alliteration!



MMS Review: Quotation Integration Monday, 1/7

Dr. Samantha Williams, one of our local Johnstown 
veterinarians, says that pet adoption and ownership is “a 
sacred promise that we make to animals. Just like we owe 
our children love, affection, and caring, we owe it to our 
pets to offer them the best life we can provide” (Williams). 
Dr. Williams has seen many animals suffer from the choices 
that humans make. While we might believe that we don’t 
have the power to change the inhumane treatment that 
others inflict upon animals, we do. By choosing to adopt 
pets from responsible, humane sources, we can help 
ensure that cats and dogs live healthy, happy lives.



MMS Review: Quotation Integration Monday, 1/7
Sometimes, we just borrow words that we like from a 
source. In this case, if the quotation does not need to be 
attributed to a credible speaker, the quotation might just 
flow in the language of your paragraph. If you include this 
type of quotation, you must still USE the quotation to help 
you make a point.

Choosing to support local humane societies is “raising the 
bar. For pets. For people. For the entire community. When 
that happens, everyone thrives” (Columbus Humane). We 
have the power to create the humane character of our own 
communities.



MMS Review: Quotation Integration Monday, 1/7

Sometimes direct quotations are not the best choice. Stick 
to paraphrasing in the following situations:

Using straightforward facts
Using statistics and numbers
Drawing a large chunk of information out of a source



MMS Review Monday, 1/7

Addressing the Opposition:
You are required to address the opposition at least ONCE in the 
course of the paper. A strong argument, however, 
CONTINUALLY takes into account the arguments that opposing 
voices offer. After all, your main audience is those who do not 
agree with your viewpoint! Make your argument compelling by 
using the steps below to address your opposition.
1. Respectfully acknowledge the validity of the opposing 

argument. 
2. Counter the point.
3. Establish the superiority of your position.



MMS Review: Addressing the Opposition Monday, 1/7
Some are drawn to certain breeds. Who can deny the 
adorableness of a beagle’s sleek coat and enormous eyes or the 
charm of a pug’s squashy face? But these attractive traits are 
accompanied by more insidious ones that threaten our 
happiness, our pets’ healthiness, and our wallets. Because of 
breeding practices, beagles are prone to epilepsy and 
intervertebral disk disease (“Beagles”). Pugs can suffer from 
encephalitis and hip dysplasia (“Pug”). Why do these diseases 
plague certain breeds? . . . Although the mixed breed dogs we 
frequently find at the shelter may have health issues as well, 
adopting from a shelter helps to take a stand against the in-
breeding practices that perpetuate genetic disorders. 
Moreover, 25% of animals found in shelters are “pure” bred 
(PETA) in need of a home. While you might not find the specific 
breed you want, you can find plenty of adorable animals 
waiting to love you. 



MMS Review Tuesday, 1/8
Visualization Step + Action Step: a 2-part conclusion
At this point, you’ve shown your audience the need for 
change. You’ve offered a solution. You’ve used facts, stories, 
and explanations to make a compelling case.
Now, it’s time to pause and reflect, to bring your ideas 
together, and to motivate your audience to act. Your 
concluding steps should be persuasive and energizing. 
Don’t skimp on these steps. They are your last chance to 
influence your audience!



MMS Review Tuesday, 1/8
Visualization Step
In this step, you want to help your audience “see” your solution in 
action (positive) or “see” a world without your solution (negative).
While some topics may allow for an “Imagine a world . . .” transition, 
we want to come up with creative ways to complete this step.

Use projected facts/stats from research
Use an example of an individual’s life and experience
Develop with concrete details and specifics rather than offering 

a broad or vague picture
Focus on dangers and difficulties if working negatively
Use devices: loaded language, figurative language,  imagery, etc.



MMS Review Tuesday, 1/8
Action Step
In this step, you want to offer your audience a way to act on 
their new beliefs

Make sure it is an action your audience can 
reasonably do
Make sure your audience knows how to go about this 
action. Provide details + specifics.
Cite any research you used.
Develop to end on a powerful, persuasive note.
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